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Children often enjoy playing with tubes, rolling them, putting things in them and rolling
things down them.

Adults could provide an assortment of all kinds of tubes, for example from the insides of
wrapping paper, new tubes for hamsters/guinea pigs, straws, large ones from carpets etc.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

The Mathematical Journey

Size and measures:
using language to compare the sizes of the tubes, for example, wider, narrower, longer,

shorter, fatter, thinner etc.
developing language to describe the sizes of things going through the tubes

Properties of shape:
understanding and appreciating the properties of the tubes (of any cross-section) which

make then good for ...

knowing what rolls well
Position and spatial properties:



learning where to place the tubes to achieve what you want

talking about where the tubes are in relation to things around them and other tubes
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