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Children often enjoy playing with blocks.

Adults could encourage children who show an interest in building towers to explore further in order to
develop an awareness of the properties of 3D shapes.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:




The Mathematical Journey

Properties of shapes:
e selecting appropriate blocks to represent something else or to fit into a structure, analysing

properties such as flat, curved etc.
¢ using informal language - soft, smooth, sharp, slopey, pointy, like a brick, arch, box, roof etc.
e using mathematical language - corner, side, flat, curved, rectangular, cylinder etc.

Position and spatial properties:
e positional language - on top of, next to, underneath, in front of, behind, between, left, right etc.

e using symmetry for placing blocks, creating patterns and complex structures e.g. castles
e connecting ideas about balance to the choice of blocks






