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Children often enjoy playing with long strings and ribbons and making and describing shapes.

Adults could build on this by providing long loops of string or elastic to stimulate conversations about
2D shapes.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:




The Mathematical Journey

Same and different:
e developing the use of language to compare, contrast and describe. Examples: straight, wiggly,
curved, rounded, pointy, bigger, smaller, longer, shorter, corner, like, different, side, curve

Recognising & labelling common shapes:

e making connections with shapes in their own environment and beginning to use names such as
triangle, rectangle, square, corner, side . . .

e counting the sides and corners of the shapes they make

Describing position:
e using words such as on, inside, outside, under, left, right, above, below to describe the position

Comparing sizes:
e beginning to use language such as bigger, smaller, longer, shorter, to introduce ideas about
measuring
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