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Coming soon - NRICH Projects - March 2010

We are planning a new and exciting mathematical experience for you all in March. Please read on….

Our aim is to create an online community, where pupils from different schools, and hopefully countries, can interact and share their ideas.  Through this collaboration, pupils, working as mathematicians, will have the opportunity to gain insights throughout the month. 

To make this possible, we will be setting up an area linked to the site, NRICH Projects, in March 2010.

This idea has been inspired by the way teachers at Kingsfield School in Bristol work with their pupils. Following an introduction to a potentially rich starting point, a considerable proportion of the lesson time at Kingsfield is dedicated to working on questions, ideas and conjectures generated by pupils.

We have chosen starting points on Number Rules, Functions and Graphs as the focus for NRICH Projects in March 2010. There will be different starting points at all Stages, including suitable material for Stages 1 and 2.


Teachers will be asked to invite their pupils to:

· take a look at the starting points and say what they notice.
· move away from the starting points to explore some ideas of their own to: 

· identify some possible lines of enquiry,
· share their thoughts and conjectures,
· investigate and explore,
· share generalisations and offer convincing arguments,
· communicate their findings.
How will this work?


At the beginning of March we will only publish the starting points on the site.  During the first week of March, pupils will be asked to write, in the NRICH Projects area, their initial thoughts and ideas for possible lines of enquiry (these may well be influenced by what others write).  With younger pupils, teachers may need to take the lead on this.
As the month progresses and pupils begin to work and write about their work on Number Rules, Functions and Graphs, we will take some of their ideas and use them to create new related problems for the main NRICH site.  These new problems will be published early on in the month to identify possible lines of enquiry.  As the month progresses we hope that pupils will continue to contribute their thoughts and ideas on NRICH Projects.

At the beginning of May we will publish solutions to the published problems in the usual way, adding links to some of the discussion threads at NRICH Projects.

Becoming more closely involved…

We are hoping you are excited by the opportunities this new development will offer.  Since this is a new initiative, we would like to work quite closely with a number of schools.  These schools will need to set aside time in March for their pupils to work on Number Rules, Functions and Graphs and submit work in progress at each stage of the project.  We hope schools involved in this way will help us by feeding back on the strengths and weakness of the NRICH Projects environment we will be using for this pilot.   Our longer term aim is to develop an online community environment that can best meet the needs of similar projects in the future.  

Schools which are able to collaborate with us in this way will be given any necessary support from the NRICH team.  If you are interested in working closely with us on this development, please contact Charlie Gilderdale (cfg21@cam.ac.uk) and Jenny Piggott (jsp38@cam.ac.uk), preferably in early December.

And, in the run up to March…
Teachers and pupils will have the opportunity to become familiar with the online community by sharing their work on a couple of problems which will be posted in January and February.

Our aim is to encourage pupils to work together, solve problems, discuss ideas, develop conjectures, suggest new lines of enquiry – and generally experience how a mathematical community functions.



http://nrich.maths.org   

