Dear team, 

 

Re your article on the differences between ratio and proportion I have always understood them to be as explained in the first part of the article.

 

I thought that ratio is the comparison of the number of parts of each component to each other: i.e. the ratio of concentrate to water is 1:4 in your example and proportion is the proportion (or fraction) of one component to the whole: i.e. the proportion of concentrate in the drink is 1 in 5 or 1/5.  I would never have put the : sign in, when using proportion, as I have always regarded it specifically as a fraction.

 

A complication can occur as I have taught that you can use the fraction button to simplify ratios if you always put the smaller value in first (and reverse later if required) but I have always stressed it is a ratio and not a fraction. 

 

On a personal note - my husband is not a mathematician and makes a wonderful Pimms using ratio as a proportion and our guests get happy very quickly!

 

 

Veronica Bates      

Colchester  Essex

