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Children enjoy hunting for missing items or counting to excitingly high numbers at tidy-up time.

Adults could plan to focus on particular children to support and challenge, as well as intervening
opportunistically.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:




The Mathematical Journey

Counting:

e saying one number for each object

e remembering the pattern of the number sequence

e understanding cardinality i.e. that the last number gives the total

Matching numerals and amounts:

e reading numerals with the purpose of seeing how many there should be

Subtraction - “how many more?”:

e progressing from one more to bigger missing numbers

e using fingers, visualising or counting on (this is the aspect of subtraction called

“complementary addition” or “inverse of addition” and involves seeing numbers as parts within wholes)
Shape properties:

e noticing similarities and differences, and matching the 2D face of an object to an outline or silhouette
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