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Teachers: Early Years

( Using Books: Maisie Goes Camping J

( Using everyday language to talk about addition and subtraction )

Children often enjoy sharing a book with an adult and then acting out the story.
Adults could provide story props for indoors and outdoors.

Here we focus on using ‘Maisie Goes Camping’ by Lucy Cousins.

The Activity

Read and enjoy the book and discuss any camping experiences.

Re-tell the story with small world characters going into folded card ‘tents’, one at a time. Repeatedly
ask, ‘Is there room for one more?’ until children decide its a squeezy squish-squash and characters
POP! out of the tent one at a time. Add wooden numerals and cards with POP! written on.

Children can act out their own versions with props or with dens made outside.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

Describing

Tell me about this picture (with characters going in or popping out of the tent). What do you notice?
What do you wonder?

Tell me what is happening. How many are inside now? And now?




The Mathematical Journey

Counting
e cardinality - the last number tells you how many there are
e counting for a purpose - to see how many there are

Comparing
e saying a number which is more or less

Number symbols
e reading and matching numerals to amounts, or recording amounts informally

Addition and subtraction

adding and subtracting 1 or 2 from small amounts in a practical situation
talking about and solving practical problems involving addition and subtraction
using fingers for addition and subtraction calculations

using number facts e.g. ‘I know there’s 2 inside because 2 and 2 are 4.

Problem-solving
e modelling a simple addition/subtraction word problem
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