Children often enjoy filling cartons that are suspended in elastic (informal spring scale ) to see how far they go down with
different items.

Adults could cut cartons in half, punch a hole in each side and thread with string, suspending them on thin elastic bands
taped to a wall/cupboard. A selection of small everyday items of different weights can provide surprises.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:




The Mathematical Journey

Measures

Using language

* lower than, higher than; half-way; not/ nearly as far as; further than

* heavier/ lighter than ; a little / a lot heavier; nearly as heavy as;

* heaviest/ lightest; exactly the same weight as; equal to;

» comparing weights of two objects

« ordering weights of several objects

Explaining: ‘the orange is heavier because it went down further’ and ‘the one that did not go down as far is lighter.
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