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Children often enjoy spotting patterns and making patterns with lots of different things, including
themselves.

Adults could provide a ‘pattern of the day’ with objects for children to copy, extend and create their
own. They could make deliberate mistakes for children to spot. Parents and carers could join in.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:




The Mathematical Journey

Patterns

copying the pattern by matching cubes one at a time

copying by complete units e.g. picking up a red and a blue cube together
continuing the pattern in ones; in complete units

correcting an error e.g. spotting a missing cube or reversed colours
identifying the rule of the pattern: ‘It should go red, blue, blue’

noticing a growing pattern: 'It’s like a staircase’

Counting and cardinality
e counting the number of items in the unit of repeat, or the towers in a staircase pattern

Adding and Subtracting
¢ generalising about a staircase pattern: ‘It's one more each time!’

Position and spatial properties
e using the vocabulary of position: ‘The red comes next’, ‘it's blue between the red and the yellow’.
¢ reversing units to make reflecting patterns e.g. ABC CBA
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