
NRICH

Teachers: Early Years

Water, Water ... !

Comparing capacities

Counting
 

 
 

Children often enjoy playing with water, pouring and filling containers.

Adults could set up a water tray with coloured water, and some bottles and flasks of varying dimensions, with some
plastic cups.

The Activity
We want to take some bottles of lemonade (home made!) to the park for our outing. Which bottles will hold the most?

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

Describing
What do you notice about the bottles? How are they different?
What happens if you pour this one into this other one?

Reasoning
How can we find out which hold the most?
How do you know which one holds more?

Opening Out
How many cups will they each fill up?
Can we put them in order from the smallest to the biggest / from which holds the most to the least?

Recording
Can we put labels on the bottles to help us remember how much is in them?
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