
NRICH

Teachers: Early Years

Balances !

Counting up to 10 objects and beginning to count beyond 10

Comparing weights using non-standard measures
 

 
 

Children often enjoy putting objects into different containers such as buckets, bowls, trays and baskets.

Adults could provide an assortment of balances which might have tubs, buckets, pans ... You can even use coat hangers.

The Activity
Place the balances near to areas where children might find items to put into the pans/buckets etc. Many individual
items may be suitable, such as cars, cotton reels, counters, shapes, stones, acorns, buttons, fruit ... The list is endless
and the children will try objects that would not necessarily occur to you! Simply given them time to explore and
experiment.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

Describing
Tell me about what we have here (in one side of the balance) and here (the other side).
What happened when you put that in/on?

Reasoning
Why did that happen?
What happens if it goes here (the other side) instead? Why?

Opening Out
What do you think will happen when you put that there? Why? Try it!
How is that one different to yours?

Recording
Would you like to remember what is here by getting a friend to photo/video you, or by drawing a picture?
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