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 This sheet gives you some more ideas about what children might explore from the 

‘Number Plumber’ starting point.  We are not suggesting that you present these tables to 

children, but it may help you see the possibilities.  Of course learners will come up with 

their own ideas which will be just as interesting, if not more so! 

Here is a table listing the numbers obtained if the operations are continued as in the 

video clip: 

 

 

Children might notice the number of digits increasing: 1,2,2,3,4,4,5,5,6,7,7,8,8,9,10,10,11,11 
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Here’s what happens when you change the starting number (DR stands for digital root): 
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(The column ‘pair tens’ is the total obtained by adding the tens digits of pairs of adjacent 

numbers.) 

And here’s what happens if you change other parts of the calculation in turn: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Become Maths Detectives 


